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Dear Friends,

Please join me as we celebrate another great year 
of diverse and uplifting arts programming brought to 
you by your non-profit performing arts organization, 
The Center for the Arts! We are only as good as the 
people we serve, so thanks for being such a great 
audience. 

In addition to our regular schedule of over 150 
events per year at The Center and the Vets Hall, we 
are also proud to present California WorldFest at 
the Nevada County Fairgrounds. Many of you have 
grown up with WorldFest but for those who have nev-
er attended, we encourage you to join us July 13-16, 
2017 and discover what makes a world music festival 
unique, enlightening and fun!  A perfect match 
for The Center’s mission, California WorldFest is a 4 
day festival with 8 stages of music, youth and family 
programs, workshops, a global village highlighting 
multi-cultural awareness and engagement, shopping 
with quality arts and crafts, and food vendors. 

This year we continue our focus on programs to 
help make the arts accessible for all. In February of 
2016, we introduced our first Family Fun Day, a free 
day of participatory arts activities including dance, 
music and performing arts presentations appropriate 
for the whole family. Over 700 families attended, 
proving that this is an unmet need in our community. 
In 2017, Family Fun Day continues with free programs 
scheduled quarterly in February, May, September 
and November.  We continue to offer other free pro-
grams such as Open Studios, two weekends in Octo-
ber offering a chance to visit over 65 local artists.  

Of course you’ve come to count on The Center for 
excellence in arts programming and 2017 will not dis-
appoint. What’s the best way to learn about what’s 
coming to The Center? Become a member, like us 
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, sign up for our 
email list, volunteer! Your support is the lifeblood of 
our organization. Without you in the audience, your 
annual membership fees or business sponsorship, 
volunteering your time and promoting the Center 
to your friends, The Center could not exist. We thank 
you for your patronage.
 
I hope that by now you’ve come to trust us and 
know that if it is a Center event, the programming 
will be of high quality, the service excellent and the 
appreciation deep. I hope the programs we provide 
inspire, educate and amaze you. 

 I look forward to seeing you at a show! 

Julie Baker, Executive Director

“Art is a nation’s most 
precious heritage. 
For it is in our works of 
art that we reveal to 
ourselves and to others 
the inner vision which 
guides us as a nation. 
And where there is 
no vision, the people 
perish.”

–Lyndon Johnson, on 
signing into existence the 
National Endowment on 
the Arts

on cover: Elephant Revival, Con Brio, Davina & The Vagabonds, Achilles Wheel, MIchael Franti, Russian 
Ballet, Keola Beamer and Jeff Peterson with Moanalani Beamer, Garrison Keillor, Tom Brosseau, 
Las Cafeteras, Midtown Men, Black Violin, Holly Near, Graham Nash, Solas, Paula Poundstone



OURVISION
The Center is the only cultural  
organization in Nevada County that 
offers such a variety of events to such 
a large and diverse demographic. 
With more than 150 performances a 
year, we serve patrons from our local 
area as well as from Placer County, 
Sacramento, Tahoe, Reno and the Bay 
Area. A rich arts scene improves the 
quality of life locally, and the visibility 
from outlying regions makes us a vi-
able economic engine for the county. 
The Center is committed to building 
Nevada County as a destination for 
the arts. We hope you’ll join us. 

MISSION STATEMENT

The Center for the Arts is a cultural and edu-
cational organization that promotes and 
presents the literary, visual and performing 
arts for the enrichment of our community.



2017 SEASONHIGHLIGHTS
FEBRUARY
4 - Family Fun Day
24  - Paula Poundstone

MARCH
5  -   Birds of Chicago
26  - Graham Nash

APRIL
7-8  - Starz
29  -  Vieux Farka Toure
      
MAY
6 -   Family Fun Day

JUNE 4
4 & 5 -  Deva Premal

JULY
13-16 California Worldfest

AUGUST
26  -   Dancing with our Stars

SEPTEMBER 
2 - Family Fun Day

OCTOBER
7,8,14 & 15 - 
       Open Studio Art Tour
15 - Garrison Keillor

NOVEMBER
18 - Family Fun Day

DECEMBER
1&2  - WinterDance

CONNECT WITH US

 facebook.com/thecenterforthearts 
 
 Watch us on YouTube!
 
 @centforthearts 
 
 Pin Us!
 
 @thecenterforthearts



GETTICKETS
Convenient Online Access: 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week. www.thecenterforthearts.org

Visit Us: Purchase your tickets between 12pm and 5pm, 
Tuesday through Saturday at our downtown box office, 
314 West Main Street, Grass Valley, or while shopping at 
your natural foods community market BriarPatch Co-op,  
290 Sierra College Drive, Grass Valley.

By Phone: We are available to assist you at 530-274-8384, 
Noon to 5pm, Tuesday– Saturday Please note: A credit or 
debit card will be required for phone transactions.

TICKET PURCHASING POLICY:
All tickets must be paid for at the time of purchase.  If tickets are  
purchased in advance of the event, your name will be on the will call 
list. You may also print your email receipt at home and use it for entry. 
Physical tickets will only be printed upon request. Our box office is 
open two hours prior to show time. Limit of 8 tickets per performance 
per person (regardless of number of transactions).

TICKETING FEES: In order to maintain, upgrade and renovate our 
highly used venue, there is a facility fee of $2 per ticket. Ticketing 
operation fees are applied to online sales only and range from $1.50 
to $3.50 per ticket. 

REFUNDS & CANCELLATIONS: All ticket purchases are final. There are 
no refunds or exchanges. In the event of a cancellation for which 
there is no rescheduled date, a refund for this ticket may be issued 
at the discretion of the management and does not include ticketing 
fees.

GIFT CERTIFICATES: Tickets and memberships make great gifts.  
Contact the Box Office to order today.

SPECIAL NEEDS: Patrons requiring wheelchair seating or other special 
needs should make arrangements at time of purchase with the Box 



OURPROGRAMMING
The Center for the Arts is known for the quality and vari-
ety of its programming in dance, comedy, literary, theater, 
visual arts and music. We continue to grow as a respect-
ed showcase for local, regional, national and international 
talent in our venues as well as the Veteran’s Memorial 
Auditorium and at the Nevada County fairgrounds with 
California Worldfest.

Support the Center’s education 
and community programs. 

The Center relies on individual and 
business  contributions to present 
these free and low cost programs. 
Consider a donation to make these 
programs possible:

• Discover Series
   A curated emerging artist series 
   at the Off Center Stage
• Youth Programs
   Over 30 events including: Family 
   Fun Days, Summer Camps, 
   music performances and 
   national touring productions 
   such as “The Giver”
• Visual Arts
   32 art exhibitions in 2 galleries,  
   Fall Colors Open Studios tour 
   serving more than 50  area visual   
   artists
• Childrens Theater
   Three annual childrens 
   performances with Performing 
   Arts Guild



CENTERHISTORY

Grass Valley “Center for the Arts” is the downtown venue and
organization every town should have. It’s community - listening,
learning and appreciating together. Adventuring together. It’s alive
and it’s rockin’. We need the arts at the hub of our community - and
The Center provides that and more.
     - Alasdair Fraser

The Center for the Arts is located in historic downtown Grass 
Valley in a building that once housed an old car dealership and 
beauty school. After extensive remodeling and the addition 
of a stage and dance studio, in 2003 Jon Blinder donated the 
building to The Center for the Arts. Current Executive Director 
Julie Baker took leadership in 2009, and along with a dedicated 
board and staff has grown The Center to what it is today - the 
premier arts center in the region.

The Center is one of the busiest and most successful 
organizations in the region with an operating budget of close 
to $2.5 million,  with nine offsite shows a year, in addition to per-
formances in the intimate main stage theater.

The Center is a proud member of California Presenters, a 
statewide coalition committed to connecting, engaging and 
developing performing arts organizations.

In the past few years, The Center has presented headlining 
artists such as: David Crosby & Graham Nash, Clint Black, Chris 
Isaak, Brandi Carlile, David Sedaris, Kris Kristofferson, Wynton 
Marsalis,Willie Nelson, Arlo Guthrie, Melissa Etheridge, Dave 
Mason, Joan Baez, Glenn Miller Orchestra and Michael Franti. 
With the addition of the California Worldfest music festival to 
the Center’s production schedule, we continue the tradition of 
high quality entertainment for Nevada County and beyond.



Since 2014 The Center for the Arts has been producing California 
WorldFest, a weekend long celebration of world music, culture, and 
art. The annual festival welcomes the best in world-class entertain-
ment with eight stages of music, a Global Indigeous Peoples Vil-
lage, workshops and exhibits dedicated to conscious living, fam-
ily-friendly activities and games, a marketplace featuring wares 
from all around the world, and a selection of exotic cuisines that is 
unrivaled. 

Aside from the music and fun, WorldFest is dedicated to raising 
awareness of important global issues. We strive to combine en-
tertainment with education in order to help nurture a community 
made up of dreamers and doers. The Center is proud to welcome 
people of all ages, from all backgrounds, in a safe space where we 
all learn and dance together. 

Interested in Volunteering for Worldfest?  
Our excellent crew of volunteers is the key ingredient to the continued 

success of our festival. 
Contact volunteer@worldfest.net to get more information about joining the team.

Opportunities are available for food and marketplace 
vendors as well as for Business sponsorship. 
For Vendor information: vendor@worldfest.net 

For Sponsorship information: sponsorship@worldfest.net

Our mission to bring people together in this 
type of celebration has earned WorldFest the 
award for Music Festival Innovation from Fest 
Forums, an honor bestowed in 2016.  



In addition to the impressive array of performances The Center 
hosts each year, we are equally as committed to the visual arts. 
Our two in-house community art galleries – the main gallery 
and the Granucci Room – are consistantly filled with works from 
local artists in a wide variety of mediums. Our walls and space 
have been filled with everything from papier-mache to pho-
tography to jewelry. The selection changes every three weeks 
so there is always something exciting to see. 

Never a boring place to be, the visual arts galleries host a 
myriad of artistic endeavors throughout the year including:  
-          Open Studios Art Tour
-          Annual Gallery selections for Wild & Scenic Film Festival
-          Nevada City School of the Arts
-          Pioneer Arts Club
-          Art Salons
-          Nevada County Arts
-          Mini Altar Show
-          Annual Art Market Artisan Show
-          Group and Individual Shows

VISUALARTS



THECOUNCIL

Our Board of Directors bring an array of personalities and a wealth of  
experience from multi-faceted business backgrounds. They are responsible 
for creating the overall strategy that directs The Center staff in orchestrat-
ing what we do best... building community through producing the highest 
quality entertainment in the region.

The members of The Center for the Arts Advisory Council share their gifts by 
representing the community and providing The Center with insights, ideas 
and feedback.

Susie Bavo, Sherry Bartolucci, Shawn Carnahan, Leo Granucci, Hindi 
Greenberg, David Jones, Alison Jones-Pomatto, Lynn Kerby, Ken Meyers, 

Jim Pyle, Frank Santos, Judy Seabridge, John Volz, Ann Wilder

Top Row: Betsy Swann Brown, John Lamb, Kelly Lapham,  
Huck Ingram, Barbara Thomas, Nancy Dewey 

Bottom Row: Rick Bergquist,  Sarah Gordon, Keith Porter, 
Barbara DeHart, Walt Bringman,

 Not pictured: Janice Dunn, Jon Lee

THEBOARD



THESTAFF
Presenting great entertainment depends on great people. Our  
customer-centric and caffeine infused staff deal with all the day to day 
operations of producing over 150 events annually. 
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Executive Director

Director of Production
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Donor Relations 
Manager

Stage Manager

Program Manager

Director of Operations

Membership 
Associate

Box Office Associate

HR Manager +
 Bookkeeper

Facilities MaintenanceBox Office Associate Director 
of Development

Marketing Manager

ADDITIONAL CREW
Molly Brenner
Sydney Brown
Mikail Graham 
Matthew McCoy
Evan Nielsen 
Maroo Powers
Julie Sedillo 
Dietlinde Williams 
Peter Wilson 
Taylor Wolfe 
Jeannie Wood
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GROUPSALES
RESERVED SEATING • GROUP SAVINGS • PERSONALIZED SERVICE
From your first contact with our Group Sales department to the final 
standing ovation, your experience at The Center will be designed 
to ensure that you will keep coming back for more!

BOOK YOUR GROUP
A group is 10 or more tickets that are pre-purchased together for the same per-
formance. Group sales can be used by businesses for employee incentives, client 
rewards and business outings. Many are alumni groups, families, friends, fundrais-
ers, student field trips, churches, senior centers, birthday parties, wedding showers 
and more! 

STAGE YOUR OWN EVENT
Need dinner reservations? Want to throw a private party on site before the show? 
We are here to make your event all you imagine.  Is there an artist that your group 
would like to see? We can request certain performers for groups depending on 
availability. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kimberly “Pepper” Pepe, Patron Services Manager 530-274-8384 ext 17.



OnSite

The Center for the Arts
Main Stage

314 W. Main Street
Grass Valley, CA 95945

The Center for the Arts
Off Center Stage

315 Richardson Street
Grass Valley, CA 95945

Offsite

The Veterans 
Memorial Auditorium

255 South Auburn Street
Grass Valley, CA 95945

The Nevada 
County Fairgrounds

11228 McCourtney Road
Grass Valley, CA 95945

OURVENUES

MAIN STAGE THEATER 
Our 308-seat intimate Main Stage Theater has become Grass Valley’s premier ven-
ue for the performing arts. A professional quality sound system and theater lights 
are permanently installed. The room features raked theater seating and a 1,500 sq. 
ft. maple dance floor. 

OFF CENTER STAGE 
Our studio theater is located at 315 Richardson Street, behind our main building 
and offers independent theater companies, songwriters, musicians, comedians, 
poets and others a flexible venue for audiences ranging in size from 50 to 100.

MAIN GALLERY 
This aesthetically pleasing display space for the visual arts features shows by local, 
regional, and international artists. 

GRANUCCI ROOM 
A relaxing multi-purpose place to enjoy art classes, entertainment and conversa-
tion. The Granucci room offers a 700-square foot space adjacent to the Main Gal-
lery for meetings and gatherings, and serves as one of the only white walled galler-
ies with professional track lighting in Nevada County.

VETERAN’S MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM
The Center’s Off-Site Series often makes use of the 950-seat Veterans Memorial  
Auditorium. 

OTHER OFFSITE VENUES: Nevada County Fairgrounds, North Star House

To Inquire about renting The Center please contact Nancy Solyan at  
nsolyan@thecenterforthearts.org.
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On Site Venues

To inquire about renting The Center please contact Sara Zahn at 
szahn@thecenterforthearts.org

• Video Shoots
• Meetings
• Receptions
• Book signings 
• Multi-media  
    Seminars

• Live Music
• Dance parties 
• Private parties
• Theater and dance
• Film Screenings
• Fundraisers 
• Workshops and much more!

Did you know you can rent The Center or 
OffCenter Stage for your events?

We offer comprehensive rental, production, and PR packag-
es of our facilities.
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The Veteran’s 
Memorial Auditorium

255 South Auburn Street
Grass Valley

The Nevada 
County Fairgrounds

11228 McCourtney Road
Grass Valley

MAIN STAGE Our 316 seat theater has become Grass Valley’s premier 
venue for the performing arts. The stage is expanded to over 1,800 square 
feet for music, theater and dance presentations. A professional quality sound 
system, theater lights, and  projector are permanently installed. The room 
features raked theater seating and a 1500 square foot maple dance floor, 
allowing for up to 360 maximum occupancy with standing/dancing room.

GRANUCCI ROOM This aesthetically pleasing display space for the visu-
al arts features shows by local, regional, and international artists. The gallery 
also serves as an intimate venue for artist receptions, literary and dramatic 
readings, performance art, music, dance and theatrical performances, and 
multi-media presentations. A relaxing multi-purpose place for art classes, 
entertainment and conversation.

OFF CENTER STAGE Off Center Stage, our smaller black box theater 
space located at the back of our building at 315 Richardson Street, offers 
permanently installed professional sound and lighting, a 30’x16’ stage, and 
a 10ft projection screen. From independent theater companies to intimate 
concerts, private parties and community presentations, Off Center Stage is a 
flexible venue for audiences from 50 to 120.

Other Off Site Venues 



2017PARTNERS

NONPROFIT 
PARTNERS

ANNUAL 
SPONSORS

Premier Annual Sponsors

Premier Media Sponsors

Premier Hospitality Sponsor

The Center has a history of com-
munity collaboration and we 
believe partnerships strengthen 
the economic stability of all 
non-profi ts serving our region. 
Our Non-Profi t Partner Program 
has assisted numerous non-profi t 
organizations with fundraising 
and outreach.

The Center receives signifi cant 
support from private and public 
corporations, foundations, 
government agencies, local 
businesses and generous 
individuals. They fund enrich-
ment programs including Open 
Studios Art Tour, Youth Arts 
Education and Family-Friendly 
Programming series as well as 
our general operations.

January
Sierra Nevada Childrens 

Services
February

Cinderella Project
March

Interfaith Food Ministry
April

 KARE Crisis Nursery
May

Nevada City School 
of the Arts

June
Wildlife Rehabilitation

 and Release
July

Women of Worth
August

Friends of North Bloomfi eld & 
Malakoff Diggins

September
 Sierra Harvest

October
DVSAC

November
Sierra Roots
December

Sierra Streams Institute



The Center for the Arts is a not-for-profit arts organization that depends on the 
generosity of our supporters to fund enrichment programs including Open Studios 
Art Tour, Youth Arts Education and Family-Friendly Programming. Donations to the 
Annual Fund  help bring quality cultural and educational experiences in the arts to 
Nevada County. Your membership and donations allow The Center to continue to 
make literature, art, dance, and music accessible to everyone in our community. 

Why Your Contribution Is So Important
 • Only 60% of our revenue comes from ticket sales; the remainder is 
        acquired through contributions.
 • Membership, sponsorship, and donations are critical to keeping the arts  
         alive in our community.
 •  7,500 children are served through our programming.
 •  Over $5,000 is dispersed through scholarships to area youth.

HOW TO SUPPORT THE CENTER
Become a Member
We depend on your membership support! Membership starts at only $75 and 
comes with many benefits such as advance purchase opportunities, savings and 
discounts on ticket purchases and much more!
 • Membership is tax-deductible
 • Save up to $10 per ticket
 • Access to special member-only events
 •Join as an “Evergreen” supporter and become a member for LIFE!

 Other Ways to Support The Center:
 • Leave a Legacy through our Planned Giving program 
 • Support a specific program such as a literature series or family event
 • Sponsor a student to attend a performance
 • Support one of our Youth Arts Education Programs
 • Become a WorldFest sponsor and support this celebration of music and  
                 art from around the globe!



Become a Sponsor
Your business is center stage when you become a sponsor of The Center.  With a 
wide array of programming and our status as the region’s most progressive arts or-
ganization, The Center for the Arts can provide sponsors with unique benefits and 
exposure for your business in front of our diverse audiences.
 
 Sponsorships are designed to:
 •  Promote your brand, product or service
 •  Co-brand your business with a trusted organization
 •  Reward your employees
 •  Cultivate new and existing clients
 •  Be seen by over 50,000 audience members annually through our  
                   Annual Program
 

            
THE INNOVATION FUND
A program to offer individuals the opportunity to make extraordinary annual con-
tributions to ensure the future of The Center,  these gifts allow The Center to take 
artistic risks and provide exceptional programming for our community.

For more information on how you can make a difference contact:

Amber Jo Manuel – Director of Development
amanuel@thecenterforthearts.org or 530-274-8384 Ext. 21

Lindy Schasiepen - Donor Relations Manager
lindy@thecenterforthearts.org or 530-274-8384 Ext. 20

SUPPORT THE CENTER
“The collaboration that we have enjoyed with The 
Center this year has been great for our business as 
well as good for the community that your group 
helps support. It is apparent that The Center is rais-
ing the bar as it relates to the arts in our community”
   – John Volz
     Volz Bros. Automotive



BAR/CONCESSIONS: Wine, beer and spirits are available for 
purchase at all venues. You can enjoy your drinks and food in 
the venue during the performance. Patrons are not permitted 
to bring their own alcohol to the venue. Light concessions are 
available for sale at all venues.

SMOKING: All venues are non smoking.

DOORS/SHOWTIME: Unless otherwise noted, doors to the venue 
open one hour before the show time. Latecomers are asked to 
wait to enter the auditorium until the ushers allow them access.

MEDIA: Photography, videotaping or live audio recordings are 
not permitted during an event unless pre-authorized. Patrons 
will be asked to place phones in vibrate mode.

ATTIRE: Shoes and appropriate attire must be worn at all perfor-
mances.

MEET AND GREET: Only patrons authorized by the artist are al-
lowed backstage. Occasionally the artist will greet patrons in 
the lobby after the show.

MERCHANDISE: Artist merchandise is often available in the 
lobby. Although many now accept credit cards, it is advisable 
to bring cash.

DANCE CONCERT: If advertised as a dance concert, there is 
limited theater seating but plenty of room to dance. If you pre-
fer to sit, please arrive early when doors open.

KNOWANDGO



As an Encore Club member, you play a major role in The Center’s 
success and you join a community of people who share your en-
thusiasm for the arts. The Encore Club brings together our most loyal 
patrons who share our passion for bringing literature, dance, visual 
artists and music to our entire community.

In appreciation of your commitment, you’ll enjoy many premiere 
experiences and benefits. 

Encore Benefits begin at $1,000 and include:
 • Reserved seating for EIGHT at our intimate main stage  
                 theater
 • Early entrance at larger off-site venues 
 • Advance purchase opportunities 
 • Savings of up to $10 per ticket
 • Two $10 ticket vouchers
 • Ten complimentary drink coupons
 • Ticket Mailing Services for all your tickets
 • Option to purchase EIGHT tickets at member price
 • Invitations to special Encore Club programming 
                and events

Join at the Star level with a gift of $5,000 and above and receive:
 • Reserved Parking
 • The opportunity to host your own event in our  
                Granucci Room
 
For more information contact:
Lindy Schasiepen, Donor Relations Manager
lindy@thecenterforthearts.org

ENCORECLUB



GETINVOLVED
Volunteers  - The people IN the crowd

It takes a small village to produce a high quality show 
and we have the best volunteers in the region! The Cen-
ter for the Arts is one of the top volunteer recruiters in the 
area with over 800 vounteers Why? Volunteering builds 
community. Our volunteers believe in The Center for the 
Arts’ programming and want to support us in whatever 
way they can. Without them we couldn’t produce over 
150 shows each year. 

Interested in volunteering? Trainings are held bi-monthly 
and posted on the Center event calendar. For more in-
formation or to get signed up, email:
volunteer@thecenterforthearts.org



DANCEPROGRAMS

The Center has a long history of 
producing and promoting  a di-
verse offering of community dance 
showcases such as our Spring 
show, Starz and Winterdance. 

The Center has been proud to 
present critically acclaimed tour-
ing dance companies including 
the Russian National Ballet The-
ater, Linda Bair Dance Compa-
ny, Shanghai Acrobats, and other 
Northern California professional 
dance troupes. 

Most recently The Center began 
producing Dancing with our Stars, 
Nevada County’s most fun and 
engaging community Fundraiser. 
DWOS not only raises much need-
ed funds for The Center for the Arts 
but also challenges community 
members to become involved in 
the arts.



314 W. Main Street, Downtown Grass Valley

www.thecenterforthearts.org

BECOME A MEMBER | BUY TICKETS
530.274.8384

A not for profit performing arts organization




